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-- The MAILING DA TE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

• If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

• If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )|3 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 31 January 2005 . 
2a)(3 This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) K Claim(s) 18-50 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) [3 Claim(s) 18z§0 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) S The drawing(s) filed on 29 October 2001 is/are: a)S accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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Claim Status 

Claims 18-50 are pending; claims 1-17 having been canceled. Claims 18-50 are rejected 
as detailed below. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 18-50 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Pub No US 
2001/0044810 issued to Timmons (hereafter Timmons). 
Claim 18: 

Timmons discloses: 

(a) building a first sequence of stable elements from the first document, wherein the first 
sequence of stable elements represents an ordered list of elements where each element is from 
the predetermined set of stable elements [Fig 1, paragraph 80] 

(b) building a second sequence of stable elements from the second document, wherein the 
second sequence of stable elements represents an ordered list of elements where each element is 
from the predetermined set of stable elements [Fig 3, paragraph 84] 
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( c ) generating one or more search queries from the first sequence of stable elements [paragraph 
84] 

(d) searching the second document by comparing the second sequence of elements with the one 
or more search queries to produce one or more comparison results [Fig 4, paragraph 98] 

(e) determining the desired element in the second document from the one or more comparison 
results [Fig 4, steps 406/408, paragraph 98] 

Claim 19: 

Timmons discloses wherein generating one or more search queries from the first 
sequence of elements comprises determining a tolerance level and using the tolerance level to 
determine the one or more search queries [fuzzy logic, paragraph 14] 
Claim 20: 

Timmons discloses wherein generating one or more search queries from the first 
sequence of elements comprises building the one or more search queries of a length equal to the 
tolerance level [paragraph 24] 
Claim 21: 

Timmons discloses determining a new tolerance level if the desired element cannot be 
determined from the one or more comparison results, and generating the one or more search 
queries of a length equal to the new tolerance level [Fig 8, step 830, incremental results are 
presented, paragraph 70] 
Claim 22: 

Timmons discloses performing at least steps (c), (d) and (e) a plurality of times to 
determine the desired element [Fig 4] 



Application/Control Number: 10/021,306 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2161 

Claim 23: 

Timmons discloses wherein determining the desired element from one or more query 
results comprises determining the desired element from an exact match between a search query 
and the second sequence of stable elements [paragraph 84] 
Claim 24: 

Timmons discloses wherein determining the desired element from one or more query 
results comprises determining a best match between one or more search queries and the second 
sequence of stable elements [paragraph 85] 
Claim 25: 

Timmons discloses wherein determining the best match between the search query and the 
second sequence of stable elements comprises counting a number of matches per element for 
each search query and the second sequence of stable elements [score the page, paragraph 25] 
Claim 26: 

Timmons discloses wherein determining the best match between the search query and the 
second sequence of stable elements comprises choosing the search query with a highest number 
of matches as the best match [paragraph 25] 
Claim 27: 

Timmons discloses wherein each search query is associated with a search query position 
representing a relative position of the desired element in the search query to the desired element 
in the related document and wherein determining the best match between the search query and 
the second sequence of stable elements comprises choosing a search query having a search query 
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position closest to a position of the desired element in the second sequence of stable elements as 
the best match [ paragraphs 70-76] 
Claim 28: 

Timmons discloses further comprising constraining a stable element in the predetermined 
set of stable elements with an attribute associated with the stable element [feature extraction tags 
can be combined to create more accurate and persistent flags, paragraph 83] 
Claim 29: 

Timmons discloses wherein building a first sequence of stable elements comprises 
searching for the constrained stable element and the attribute associated with the constrained 
stable element in the first document [paragraph 83] 
Claim 30: 

Timmons discloses wherein building a second sequence of stable elements comprises 
searching for the constrained stable element and the attribute associated with the constrained 
stable element in the second document [paragraph 83]. 
Claim 31: 

Timmons discloses further comprising searching for a target desired element based on the 
target desired element's relationship with the desired element [page contents is divided and 
sorted per the feature extraction object, paragraph 13] 
Claim 32: 

Timmons discloses storing the second sequence of stable elements [aggregated 
information creates a new information object] 
Claim 33: 
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Timmons discloses wherein the first sequence of stable elements is a sequence of 
characters representing elements in the predetermined set of stable elements [ paragraphs 99 and 
100] 

Claim 34: 

Timmons discloses wherein the first and second documents comprise HTML documents 
[paragraph 6] 
Claim 35: 

Timmons discloses: 

selecting the desired element in the first document using the user interface [Fig 1, paragraph 80] 
determining a set of stable elements based on the selected desired element [Fig 1, paragraph 80] 
building a first sequence of stable elements from the first document, wherein the first sequence 
of stable elements represents an ordered list of elements where each element is from the set of 
stable elements [Fig 1 , paragraph 80] 

building a second sequence of stable elements fro the second document, wherein the second 
sequence of stable elements represents an ordered set of elements where each element is from the 
set of stable elements [Fig 3, paragraph 84] 

determining one or more search queries from the first sequence of elements [paragraph 84] 
searching the second document by comparing the second sequence of elements with the one or 
more search queries to produce one or more comparison results [Fig 4, paragraph 98] 
determining the desired element in the second document from the one or more comparison 
results [Fig 4, steps 406/408, paragraph 98] 
Claim 36: 
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Timmons discloses wherein determining a set of stable elements comprises using a 
default set of stable elements [Fig 2] 
Claim 37: 

Timmons discloses wherein determining a set of stable elements comprises choosing 
elements using the user interface to determine the set of stable elements [Fig 5] 
Claim 38: 

Timmons discloses: 

(a) obtaining an indication of the desired element and its position within the first sequence of 
elements in the first document [Fig 2] 

(b) building a second sequence of elements from the second document representing a second 
plurality of elements found in the second document ordered according to the second sequence of 
documents [Fig 3, paragraph 84] 

( c ) generating one or more search queries from the first sequence of elements [paragraph 84] 

(d) searching the second sequence of elements of the second document according to the one or 
more search queries to produce one or more search results [Fig 4, paragraph 98] 

(e) determining the desired element in the second document from the one or more search results 
[Fig 4, steps 406/408, paragraph 98] 

Claim 39: 

Timmons discloses wherein the indication of the desired element includes a position of 
the desired element within the first sequence of elements and an identification of the desired 
element from among a set of elements [Fig 2] 
Claim 40: 
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Timmons discloses wherein the first and second documents are HML document, the set 
of elements is a set of HTML tags in documents handled by the computer system, the 
identification of the desired element is a tag and the position of the desired element within the 
first sequence of elements is indicated by ordinal number [paragraph 79, 001] 
Claim 41: 

Timmons discloses wherein searching the second sequence of elements comprises 
comparing the second sequence of elements with the one or more search queries to produce one 
or more comparison results and using the comparison results in the step of determining [Fig 4] 
Claim 42: 

Timmons discloses wherein the desired element in the second document is determined 
from an exact match among the one or more comparison results [paragraph 84] 
Claim 43: 

Timmons discloses wherein the desired element in the second document is determined 
from a best match from among the one or more comparison results [paragraph 85] 
Claim 44: 

Timmons discloses wherein the best match is a comparison result having the highest 
number of matches between a search query and the second sequence of elements [paragraph 85] 
Claim 45: 

Timmons discloses wherein the best match is a comparison result having a position of the 
desired element in the second document closest to the position of the desired element in the first 
document [paragraph 79] 
Claim 46: 
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Timmons discloses determining a tolerance level representable by an integer, building the 
one or more search queries such that each of the one or more search queries comprises a 
sequence of element wherein the number of elements in each sequence is equal to the tolerance 
level [paragraphs 85-95] 
Claim 47: 

Timmons discloses detemiining if the desired element cannot be found using the one or 
more search queries each having a number of elements equal to the tolerance level, if the desired 
element cannot be found, determining a new tolerance level less than the tolerance level, and 
rebuilding the one or more search queries such that each of the one or ore search queries 
comprises a sequence of stable elements wherein the number of elements in each sequence is 
equal to the' new tolerance level [paragraphs 85-95] 
Claim 48: 

Timmons discloses performing at least steps ( c ), (d) and (e) a plurality of times to 
determine the desired element in the second document [Fig 4] 
Claim 49: 

Timmons discloses wherein the elements comprise element types and element attributes 
such that elements with distinct types and/or distinct attributes are distinctly identified in the first 
sequence of elements and the second sequence of elements and wherein searching comprises 
searching for matching element types and matching element attributes [Fig 2] 
Claim 50: 

Timmons discloses wherein the set of elements used for the first sequence of elements 
and the second sequence of elements comprises stable elements, wherein a stable element is an 
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element that is less likely, relative to an unstable element, to the changed in documents 
[paragraph 6] 

Response to Arguments 
Applicant's arguments filed 1/31/2005, with respect to claims 18-50 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Applicant's submission of the requirements for the joint research agreement prior art 
exclusion under 35 U.S.C. 103(c) on 1/31/2005, prompted the new ground(s) of rejection under 
37 CFR 1. 109(b) presented in this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE 
FINAL. See MPEP § 706.02(1)(3). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 
1 . 1 36(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, 
will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this 
final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Etienne LeRoux whose telephone number is (571) 272-4022.. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday from 8:00 AM to 4:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examinees 
supervisor, Safet Metjahic, can be reached on (571) 272-4022. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (571) 272-2100. 

Patent related correspondence can be forwarded via the following FAX number (703) 
872-9306 

Etienne LeRoux 



4/3/2005 
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PRIMARY EXAMINER 



